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 What About Us? 

 

I am one of four daughters who de-

scends from a very long line of an-

cestral educators.  It has been in-

stilled, education is the rudiment to 

a life of exploration, self-discovery, 

financial stability, and forward 

thinking.  Many people associate 

education to years of formal school-

ing, studying long hours, assess-

ments, grading scales, pass/fail 

standings, and nothing more.  With 

this association, education is now 

seen as stressful, antiquated, un-

necessary, and a financial burden.  

Education is actually none of the 

aforementioned.  Education is a life

-long act of inquiring, sorting fact 

from fiction, uncovering and discov-

ering new ways to innovate, culti-

vate, and revolutionize those ideas 

which have not yet been fully real-

ized or even born.  

Educators were once regarded as a 

means to intellectual enlighten-

ment and community leaders.  We 

were revered, honored, and met 

with community and parental assis-

tance.  Now, to be politically cor-

rect, I’ll allow the readers to fill in 

the blank(s) as to how educators 

are regarded.  However, to give 

readers a bit of assistance in form-

ing their perspective(s), allow me to 

point you in the direction of inces-

sant viral videos of violence against 

educators (on primary and second-

ary levels), the daily unremitting 

world news reports of mental 

health issues of our young people 

(both treated and untreated), the 

communities who will show up, and 

rightfully so, to condemn the fatal 

violence our youth are committing 

against one another, but never speak 

to the empty seats at community 

forums that seek the community’s 

input in moving the community for-

ward through the development of its 

youth.  

Educators make the invaluable sac-

rifice of time with their own chil-

dren, husbands, wives, and family to 

educate, encourage, parent, doctor, 

police, finance, advocate, love, and 

enlighten the young lives we touch 

every single day. Contrary to popu-

lar belief, being an educator does not 

end on Fridays.  Being an educator 

does not end during holiday breaks 

and the summertime.  Being an edu-

cator is 365-day profession.  We take 

these young people home with us in 

our minds, our hearts, and our spir-

its.  Those who are considered to be 

“the worst ones” are those who we 

worry about the most.  We have anx-

iety about these gifts’ lives.  Our 

families feel that they know our stu-

dents, because we talk about them 

so much.  We seek to move them for-

ward every day, not just in school, 

but in life.  We celebrate the achieve-

ments of our students, most people 

would find minute, in a big way; be-

Continue on page 3 
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Behind the Paw 

Behind the Paw is where we inter-

view staff that you might not know 

or don’t see because their always 

working for us. The person that we 

are doing this month is no other 

than Mr. Bell. Mr. Bell serves as the 

Office Manger here at Siwell Middle 

School, and has been a dedicated 

worker for four years. He works 

from 7:30am until 4:00pm daily. 

You can find him in one of the offic-

es in the library, in the front office, 

or in the copy room. 

Mr. Bell went to John F. Kennedy 

Memorial High School in Wood-

bridge Township. He graduated 

from Hinds Community College 

with an Associate’s degree. He lat-

er attended Jackson State Univer-

sity where he received his Bache-

lor’s degree in Communication. 

One obstacle that Mr. Bell faces 

within his job is the lack of com-

munication. However, what we 

could do to make his job easier is 

to have a positive attitude. Also, it 

is best to be reminded that he and 

other office staff are here for the 

student and not for the grown-ups. 

Benchmark Testing December 9-20 

 

Before testing…  

• Avoid Conflict 

• Limit TV and phone usage 

• Get a good nights sleep 

• Eat a good breakfast 

• Relax 

• Warm up your brain 

 

During testing… 

• Read directions carefully 

• Review if you have time 

• Answer all questions 

• Stay focused 

Siwell Middle School will be having Benchmark Testing  December 9th 

through the 20th.These test will be on language, math, and 8th grade science.  

Here are a few tips to have a successful testing:: 
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cause we know those “minute” milestones 

can be the difference in our students’ suc-

cess in life or their failure in life.  We 

worry about who is not feeding them, 

clothing them, encouraging and assisting 

them outside of school.  Our hearts ache 

and bleed when they are abused, arrest-

ed, murdered, and spiritually broken.  

We worry that no one is assisting us with 

teaching them how to put their feelings 

into perspective, that anger and violence 

should not be their initial reaction to eve-

rything.   We worry that no one teaches 

them that they are at school to not only 

receive intellectual lessons, but also life 

lessons.  We are angered and experience 

extreme sadness when we hear parents/

caregivers say, out loud and in front of 

our students, “I don’t have time for this,” 

“I’m sick of you,” “Your brothers and sis-

ters don’t give me these problems,” “Don’t 

call me about him/her anymore,” “Call 

the police, don’t call me.” Imagine how 

they feel, internalize it, take it out on 

themselves, their peers and their teach-

ers. 

Imagine enduring this on a daily basis; 

we still have to go home to our family 

and be a fully engaged mommy or daddy, 

wife or husband, all while still worrying 

about lesson plans, interventions, obser-

vations, evaluations, audits, grading pa-

pers, individualized instruction, and be-

havior plans.  Being an educator, it 

seems, holds more of the responsibility 

than being a parent. 

So...what about us?  Where is the help for 

the helpers? Where are our teachers?  

Who educates us on how to manage and 

instruct ODD, ADD, ADHD, EMD, de-

pression, adolescent anxiety, adolescent 

depression all in the same classroom?  

Where are the community members 

where our children reside? Are you at 

work?  We are too!  Where are the busi-

ness men and women who own business-

es in our communities?  They take our 

money, but don’t invest in the very com-

munity who finances their livelihoods.  

Where are the dads, the ministers, the 

deacons, the uncles, the older brothers, 

the older male cousins, the grandfathers?  

Seek to raise, understand, and parent 

our children- not for the thirty second 

spotlight on the news, not for the social 

media likes, not for the viral videos, but 

for the very existence all of our children.   

You are our help…where are you?  What 

about us? 

If you are willing to act on this call for 

needed action, you can email me at 

jekelly@jackson.k12.ms.us. Through ac-

tion we will be the change that our chil-

dren so desperately need and deserve.  

Continued from page 1 

McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children 

and Youth Program Grant 

Jackson Public Schools is a recipient of the McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children 

and Youth Program Grant.  This grant provides for activities and services to homeless children, 

including preschool and homeless youth, that enable the children to enroll, attend, and succeed in 

school.  If you need assistance, the Homeless Liaison for Jackson Public Schools is Dr. Faith 

Strong.  She is located at Enochs, 101 Dr. Dennis Holloway Drive, Jackson, MS 39203, 601-960-

8885. 
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